Young activists and mass-shooting survivors in the United States have recently been organizing protests and demanding increased gun control measures. Although national polls have tracked adult opinions about gun control policies for decades, little is known about how youth feel about guns and/or gun control. Because the youth perspective is a powerful factor in the public debate, the goal of this study was to characterize youth opinions on guns and gun control. were "against" guns in the home, and the remaining two-thirds (506 of 772 [66%]) were either "pro" or "conditionally pro" guns in the home, stating that gun ownership is acceptable under certain conditions, such as when there is proper storage for the gun or when it is kept away from children. Most respondents (468 of 757 [62%]) believed that gun control laws could decrease mass shootings ("Yes!! They would make it harder to get guns right away, or at all if u have a record of crime or instability"). However, one-third of respondents (247 of 757 [33%]) felt that gun control laws would not be enough to affect mass shootings ("Bad people will still find a way to get what they want and the good people will not be able to protect themselves"). Respondents were particularly concerned about gun access for individuals with mental illness, criminal records, and histories of violence.
Methods
Discussion | The response rate exceeded 60%, which has been used as the threshold of acceptability and a measure of survey quality.
2 However, possible limitations of this study include self-selection bias and systematic differences between responders and nonresponders regarding their perspectives on gun control. Our findings revealed that the nuances of gun control in the United States are not lost on youth. Although most youths in the sample felt that individuals should have the right to own guns, the majority of youths believed that gun control laws would reduce mass shootings. Our findings are consistent with earlier studies of high school students that showed that, although many students supported access to guns, 3 most also supported more restrictive gun control policies. 4 Our findings also align with recent polls of adults showing that the United States is polarized on this issue, with 42% of adults having a gun in the home and 48% in favor of an assault rifle ban. 5 Youths, having been the target of several mass shootings, are positioning themselves as both the present and the future of the gun control debate and are taking the lead in the public discourse. Similar to their adult counterparts, most youths in our study were not suggesting a ban on all guns or repeal of Pro 214 (28) "Although personally I don't have any, I believe it is our right as Americans to own guns to protect ourself from all threats, thanks to the second amendment. When I'm an adult, I'll own weapons without a doubt."
"Well I'm from Detroit so it's a necessity."
"My dad has guns in the home. I go hunting with him. I feel safer if there is a gun in the house." Conditional 292 (38) "It's alright to have 1 or 2 for protection, but they must be locked away very carefully so they may not be reached by children. And there is no need for a whole arsenal."
"I think if someone wants to own a gun for protection or hunting, they should be able to only if they keep said guns in a gun safe."
"I think it's fine as long as they aren't automatic/semiautomatic and are stored in a gun safe." 
